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is no television channel in Houston for 
you to see what goes on at the zoo. The 
zoo is going to use these dollars to con-
struct dedicated transmission facilities 
to these dying children, critically ill 
children in their hospital rooms so 
they can talk to the feeders, people ac-
tually working with the animals, ob-
serve the animals around the clock. 
And, certainly, your mental attitude is 
a tremendous part of getting well and 
recovering. 

This request was the only one that I 
submitted on behalf of the Houston 
Zoo. They submitted a lot of requests 
to me. In fact, I think the appropri-
ators will find that most of the re-
quests from me will take about one 
page, because I am very careful and 
only submit a very few. I am proud of 
all of them. They are all on my Web 
site. And I can tell you, this is one that 
I am very grateful to the chairman Mr. 
OLVER and to the ranking member Mr. 
KNOLLENBERG for supporting. They 
know they don’t get many requests 
from me, and this one certainly is one 
that is appropriate to help these dying 
and critically ill children revive their 
spirits in interacting with and seeing 
what marvelous work the Houston Zoo 
is doing, which is, of course, right next 
door to the Texas Medical Center. 

Finally, I want to encourage Mem-
bers to vote against this amendment 
based on the merits, but then also be-
cause the amendment doesn’t save any 
money. I am one of the most fiscally 
conservative Members of this House 
and proud of it. I voted against all of 
these big new spending programs over 
the last many years, whether it be the 
farm bill; I voted against the farm bill, 
billions of dollars for AIDS in Africa as 
money we don’t have; voted against the 
No Child Left Behind because that is 
an intrusion of the 10th amendment 
sovereignty of the States and money 
we can’t afford to spend; voted against 
the Medicare prescription drug pro-
gram. I have voted against most of the 
big spending programs that have been 
driven through this House, because I 
truly believe that I have got a respon-
sibility to my daughter and future gen-
erations to try to keep Federal spend-
ing at a minimum, diminish the size, 
power, and cost to the Federal Govern-
ment. 

As Mr. Jefferson, my hero, said, 
apply core republican principles, with a 
small ‘‘R,’’ keeping most power and re-
sponsibility at the local level. If you 
apply core republican principles, the 
knot will always untie itself. 

So I am always looking for ways to 
save money. So I would ask Members 
to vote against this amendment first 
on the merits; and then, secondly, be-
cause unfortunately, once again, Mr. 
FLAKE’s amendment doesn’t save any 
money. He is not reducing the overall 
302(a) allocation of the bill. So this is 
another phantom savings that is not 
going to result in a savings of one nick-
el for taxpayers by cutting out the live 
video feeds to these dying and criti-
cally ill children in the medical center. 

And I am sick and tired of phony 
amendments that act like they are 
going to save money. I have already 
scrutinized this, along with every other 
request from my office. I am proud of 
the work the zoo is doing and the work 
the medical center is doing. And you 
can expect me to be out here vigor-
ously defending the work of this com-
mittee investing in the sciences. 

I thank you, Chairman OBEY. The 
chairman of my Subcommittee on the 
Sciences, Mr. MOLLOHAN, is here. Our 
ranking member, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN 
of New Jersey. God bless them for the 
investments they are making into 
sciences and NASA and medical and 
scientific research. That is our Na-
tion’s insurance policy. I will be out 
here vigorously defending them against 
anyone attempting to cut those invest-
ments into sciences or NASA or in 
medical research. That is this Nation’s 
insurance policy. 

And I especially resent somebody 
coming out here and offering a phony 
amendment that is not going to save 
one nickel of taxpayer money; because 
this $300,000 is not being taken out of 
the overall spending, it is just going to 
be spent by bureaucrats. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Wisconsin is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, again, I do 
not want to comment on the particular 
project under question, but, again, I 
just want to make a point to my friend 
from Arizona. And I love the State of 
Arizona. It is a beautiful State. I go 
there every year to visit some friends. 
I think it is absolutely wonderful. 

But when I came to this Congress, I 
believe there were four congressional 
districts in Arizona, four Representa-
tives of Arizona in this House, and 
there were 10 Representatives from the 
State of Wisconsin. Now, almost 40 
years later, Wisconsin has eight con-
gressional districts, eight Representa-
tives, and Arizona, I believe, has a 
similar number. That means that Ari-
zona has grown at an incredibly rapid 
rate, and an awful lot of money from a 
lot of other States has helped finance 
that economic growth. 

And I return to the Central Arizona 
Project. I am not expressing a judg-
ment about that project one way or the 
other, but I do know that it is one of 
the two or three most expensive ear-
marks in history. And I would simply 
suggest that I find it ironic that the 
gentleman has chosen to go after sev-
eral projects today in States whose 
economies are far less prosperous than 
the gentleman’s own State. 

I also would question whether or not 
there is any greater purity in a high-
way, for instance, being built on the 
basis of a determination by two or 
three persons from a given State that 
knows the area, I don’t know why that 
is any less pure than to have some par-
tisan bureaucrat in the agency decide. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED IN MEMORY OF 
OFFICER JACOB J. CHESTNUT AND DETECTIVE 
JOHN M. GIBSON 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair 

asks the gentleman from Wisconsin to 
suspend for one moment. 

Pursuant to the Chair’s announce-
ment of earlier today, the Committee 
will now observe a moment of silence 
in memory of Officer Jacob J. Chestnut 
and Detective John M. Gibson. 

Will all those present in the Chamber 
and those visiting us in the gallery 
please rise for a moment of silence. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin may 
continue. 

Mr. OBEY. As I was saying, I don’t 
know why one should assume that a de-
cision to build a highway or any other 
project, if made by partisan bureau-
crats or politically appointed bureau-
crats in an agency, I don’t know why 
that is any more pure than a decision 
being made out in the open by Mem-
bers of Congress, who I think know 
their districts as well as any bureau-
crat. 

So all I would suggest is that while I 
am certainly not fond of the ear-
marking process, I am also not fond of 
the idea that somehow those of us from 
States not quite as prosperous as the 
gentleman’s need to be embarrassed by 
the fact that we are asking for a little 
better deal in terms of Federal money 
spent in our districts, especially when 
the gentleman’s State is above the na-
tional average in terms of the amount 
of Federal dollars spent in his own 
State. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
FLAKE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 25 OFFERED BY MR. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I offer an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 25 offered by Mr. HASTINGS 
of Florida: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) to eliminate, 
consolidate, de-consolidate, co-locate, exe-
cute inter-facility reorganization, or plan for 
the consolidation/deconsolidation, inter-fa-
cility reorganization, or co-location of any 
FAA air traffic control facility or service, 
with the exception of the reversal of the 
transfer of the radar functions from the 
Palm Springs Terminal Radar Approach Con-
trol (TRACON) to the Southern California 
TRACON. 
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